
 

How to Care for and Maintain Fernleaf Plants  

Fernleaf plants, often referring to Tanacetum vulgare var. 

crispum (Fernleaf  Tansy) or fern-like foliage plants, are 

prized for their delicate, lacy leaves and  easy-care 

nature. Here’s how to grow and maintain this lovely plant 

in your  garden.  

 

Planting Fernleaf  
• Location: Fernleaf plants thrive in full sun to partial shade. Choose a spot  that gets at 

least 4-6 hours of sunlight daily. They can tolerate a range of  light conditions but perform 
best with some shade in hotter climates.  

• Soil: Well-draining soil is essential. Fernleaf plants are adaptable and can  grow in poor 

soils but prefer soil enriched with organic matter. • Spacing: Plant fernleaf plants 12-18 

inches apart to allow for good air  circulation and growth.  

• Watering  

• Establishment: Keep the soil consistently moist during the plant’s first year  to help 
establish a strong root system.  

• Mature Plants: Once established, they are fairly drought-tolerant. Water  when the top 
inch of soil feels dry, and avoid overwatering to prevent root  rot.  

 

Fertilizing  
• Minimal Feeding: Fernleaf plants do not require much fertilizer. A light  application of 

balanced, slow-release fertilizer in spring will support  healthy growth.  

 

Pruning and Maintenance  
• Pruning: Trim back the plant in early spring to encourage bushy growth  and remove any 

dead or damaged stems.  

• Deadheading: Remove spent flowers to prevent self-seeding and to keep  the plant 
looking tidy.  

 

Pest and Disease Management  
• Resilience: Fernleaf plants are generally resistant to pests and diseases.  Ensure good 

air circulation and avoid overhead watering to prevent  fungal issues.  

 

Benefits and Uses  
• Fernleaf plants are excellent for borders, cottage gardens, and herb  gardens, providing 

attractive foliage and yellow, button-like flowers. Their  aromatic leaves can repel pests, 
making them a beneficial addition to  any garden.  

 

With minimal care, fernleaf plants will bring beauty and texture to your garden  

throughout the growing season. Happy gardening! 


